
 

Re-imagining  Packaging 
 
Teachers Notes 
 
 
 

Card 1 - History of packaging 
 
Ask a student to read out card 1 and show the 1930s shopping photos. If they need further support - 
possible questions/answers to prompt are:  
 

 How did people shop then compared to now?  Local shops and regularly. Not weekly/monthly in 
big supermarkets so food didn’t have to last as long. 

 What packaging types can they see in the photo? Glass, tins, paper, card, no plastics - the first 
plastic bottles were used in 1945 for shampoos and liquid soaps, plastic bags were developed in 
1950s, first plastic drinks bottles in 1973! 

 How many options were available to buy? - There were very few brands to choose from so there 
was little need to compete by using fancy packaging.  

 
Card 2 - The point of packaging 
Ask a student to read the card and encourage them to discuss. Possible answers include: 
Packaging is needed to: 

 attract us to buy the product 

 contain/group individual items 

 protect the item 

 make it easier to handle and deliver them 

 keep food fresher for longer 

 help to display the product 

 display important information - warnings/dietary information etc. 
 
Card 3 - Understanding packaging 
Ask a student to read the card. They can use the recycling symbol cards to try to identify what the 
packaging is made from and how it can be disposed. They can make notes if they want to.  
 
Card 4 - What’s the impact? 
Ask a student to read the card. They should present their product in turn and agree that some: 

 are over-packaged with too much air space, or too large packaging 

 are made from materials that can’t be recycled in household waste collections 

 have only minimal packaging with just a tag for displaying barcodes 

 have reusable packaging 

 are able to be recycled easily 
They should agree which have the most and least environmentally friendly packaging. 
 



 

Card 5 - Redesigners 
Students should now have an understanding of what environmentally friendly packaging is. They should 
create neat sketches of their packaging clearly labelled - they may use card 3 for ideas of what to write. 
Back at school you may wish them to make their packaging to put their designs to the test! 
If they need prompting: 

 it should be as small as possible,  

 made from recycled materials,  

 be able to be recycled 

 display clear information about how it can be recycled.  
 
 
  



 

 

Card 1 – History of Packaging 
 
Waste has only become a major 
environmental issue in the last 70 years. 
Look at the provided photos of how people 
shopped before the 1930s and discuss the 
difference between then and now. 
 
Consider - 

 where they shopped 

 how they shopped 

 what products were packaged in 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Card 2 – The Point of Packaging 
 
 
Thinking about the changes you have 
identified, look at the items on this table and 
consider: 
 
What is the point of packaging? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Card 3 – Understanding Packaging 
 
Working in pairs, choose one item on the table, 
and evaluate its packaging.  
Consider the following: 
Is the packaging: 

 attractive? 
 made from one or more materials?  
 made from recycled materials? 
 able to be reused, recycled, or 

biodegraded?  
 

Are there any glues/fixings holding the 
packaging together? 
 
How much empty space is there in the 
packaging? 
 



 

Do you feel any of the packaging is 
unnecessary? 
 

Card 4 - What’s the impact? 
 
Compare all the items your group have 
evaluated and, considering their 
environmental impact, decide which has the 
worst packaging and which has the best 
packaging. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Card 5 - Redesigners  
 
Imagine you are a packaging designer - one 
of you might consider that as a job in the 
future.  
 
Choose one of the items on the table and 
redesign the packaging to make it more 
environmentally friendly. 
 
Consider: 

 The size of packaging you would use 

 The type of material you would choose, 
including its production and its disposal 

 
Sketch the front and back of your design, 
adding labels to explain your design ideas. 
 


